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The EARL of Eſſex his SP E E CH, at the Delivering of the 
following Petition to His moſt S2ACTed JB ajeity, Jar.2 5. $0. 
May it. pleaſe Potir Pajeſty , 


Hes Zords pore preſent, together with divers ocher Peers of the Realm, taking 
nutice thar by your late Proclamation, your Majſly has declared -an intentice «f 
calling a Parliament, ar Oxford; and obſerving from Hiſtory and Records how un< 
fortunate many fuch aſſemblies kave bin, when called at a Place remote from the Ca- 
ital City; as particularly the Congreſs in Henry the ſecond: time at Clarindon ; Three 
—_ Parliaments at Oxtord wn Hevry the thirds time; and at Coventry in Henry 
the Sixths time; with divers others, which kave preved very fatal to thoſe Kings, and 
bave been followed with great miſchief on the whole Kingdom © and conſidering the reſent 
poſture of affairs, the many jealoujics and diſconterts, which are ama j; the People, 
we have great cauſe to appren-nd that the Conſequences of the ſinins of 4 Parliament 
now ar Oxford, may be as faral to your Majeſly and the Nation, as thuje ones montts 
oned have bin to the then Reegning Kings; and therefore we do concerve, that i: 5c an- 
not anſwer it to God, to your Maj:ſty, or ro the People, If we, being Peers of the Reaim 
ſhould not on ſo Important an Occaſion, humbly «ffcr our advice ic yuur Majeſty; that 
if poſſible. Your Majjty may be prevailed with, to alicy this (as we apprehend) unſ. afun- 
able Reſolution. TI be Grennds and Reaſons of cir Opinzon, are contained un this our Peti- 


ton, which We humbly Preſent wo Tour Majcſty. 


hn _ —_ 
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To the KING's moſt 'E xcellent Majeſty, 


The Humble Petition and Advice of the Lords umnder-nanied, PEERS of 
the REALM. -: 


inumbly Sheweth, 


Say = Hat whereas Your Mazeſly hath been pleaſed, by givers Speeches, and Meſ- 
ſages to Your Houſes of Far/iamir, righily to repreſent to them, the Dan- 
gers that Threained Your Majeitices Perſon, and the whoic Kingdom, from 
the Miſchievous, and Wicked Piots of the Paprits, and the ſuddain Growth of 
_ a Forreipn Power; unto wiich, no, +top or Remedy could be provided, unl<fs it 
were by Parliament,and an Union of Your Majeities Prorejian SubjeRts, in one Mind, 
and one Int-reſt, | 

And the Lord Chancellor, in Purſuance of Your Maje{ties Commands, havins more 
at large Demonſtrated the ſaid [Jangers to be as preat, as W*#, in the midi of our 
Fears, could tmagine them; and fo prifſins that our Liberties. Religion, Lives, 
and the whole Kingdom, would be certainly loit, if a ſpeedy Proviſion were not made 
3paini{t them. LD | 

And Your Majeſty, on the 21ft. of April, 3679. having called unto Your Council, 
many Honourable, and Worthy Perſons; and geclarcd to Them, and the whole 
King4om, That being ſenſible of the Evil Effe&ts of a lingle Miniſtry, or private Ad- 
vice, or Forreign Committee, for the Gencral Direction of Your £ffairs; Your 
Majeiiy would, for the future, Refer all things unto that Council; ard by the Con-: 
fant \dvice of them, together with the frequent Uſe of Your Great Council, the 
Perhament, Your Majeſty was hereafter Reſolved to Govern the Kingdoms: We be- 
gan to hope, We ſhould ſee an End of Our Miſcries, | 

But, to Onr unſpeakable Grief and Sorrow, We ſoon found our Expectations fru- 
ſtrated. The Parliament, then ſul ſiiting, was Prorogued and Diffolved before ic 
conld perfect what was intended for our Relief and Security: And though anos 
ther was thereupon Called ; yet-by matiy Prorogations, it was put off fill the 2 ; 6 o 
fon £ H(TO08g, 
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Oitob, paſt; and notwithſtanding your Majeſly was then again pleaſed to ac- 
know] Oge, thar neither Your Perion, nor Your Kingdom could be ſafe, till the 
mMattcr of the Plot was gone thorow ; It was unexpectedly Prorogued on the 1 01th, 
vt its 440th, betoie any ſufficient Order could be taken therein: All their 
Jull and ious Endeavors to fave the Nation were overthrown; the good Bills 
KY hay becn Indultriouſſy preparing to Unite all Your Majeſties Proreſtant Sub- 
Je..> brought to noughr ; The diſcovery of the 1r:jþ Plot itificd; The witnefſes 
chat canic in frequently more tully to declarc that, both of England and Jreland, 
d1iCoutzped, Thole Forreign Kingdoms and States, who by a happy conjur:Rion 
Wiih us, might give a Check to the French Powers, Diſhcartned, even to ſuch a Deſ- 
Puir of their own Security againſt the growing greatneſs of that Monarch, as we 
icol may induce them to take new Reſolutions, and perhaps ſuch as inay be fatal to 
us: Ihe Strength and Courage of our Enemies both at Home and Abro:d increaſed, 
Ard our ſelves left tn the utu.olt danger of ſecing our Country brought into utter 
Deſolation. | 

In theſe Extremities, we had nothing under God to Comfort us, but the Hopes 
that Your Majeity (being touched with the Groans of your Periſhing Peop'e) 
Woulao have ſuff. red Your Parliament to Meet at the Day unto which it was Pro- 
rogucd : and that no further Interruption ſhould have been given to their Pro- 
cee.iings, in order to their Saving of the Nation, But that failed us too; ſo then 
we heard that your Majeity, by the private Suggeſtion of ſome Wicked Perſons, 
Favourers of Popery, Promoters of French Deſigns, and Encmies to Your Majeſty 
and the Kingdom ( without th: Advice, and as we have good Reaſon to believe, 
aStint the Opinion, even of your 7-:vy-Conncel) had been prevailed with to Diſ- 
ſolve it, and to call another-to Meet at Oxford, where neither Lords nor Commons 
can be in Safety ; but will be dayly expoſed to the Swords of the Papiſts, and 
their Adherents. of whom too many are crept into Your Majeſties Guards. The 
Liberty of ſpcaking according to their Conſciences. will be thereby Deſtroyed, 
and the Validiry of all their Acts, and Proceedings conſiſting in it, left Diſputa- 
ble. The Straitneſs of the Place, no way admits of ſuch a concourſe of Perſons, 
as now follows every Parliament; the Witnefſes which are neceſſary to give E- 
vidence againſt the Popiſh Lords; ſuch Judges, or others whom the Commons 
heve Impeached, or had Reſolved to Impeach, can neither bear the Charge of 
o0:ng thither, nor trult them#elves ander the Protection -of a Parliament, that is it 
ſelf, Eviicnily under the Power of Guards and Souldicrs., 


The Premiſes confidered, We Your Majeſties Petittoners, out of a Juſt 
Abhorrence of ſuch a dangerous and pernicious Counci}, (which the 
Authors have not dared to avow) and the direful Apprehenſions of the 
Calamities 6 Miſerics,that may enſue thereupon; Do make it our moſt 
Humble Prayer, and Advice, That the Parl:ament may not Sit at a 
Place. where it will not be able to Act with that Freedom, which is 
neceſſary ; and eſpecially. to Give unto their Acts and Proceedings, 
that Authority which they ought to have amongſt the People,and have 
ever had, unleſs Impaired by ſome Awe upon them, (of which there 
wants not Precedents:) & thatYour Majeſty would be graciouſly plea- 
ſed, to Order /t to Sit at Weſtminſter, (it being the uſual Place, and 
where they may Conſult and AQ with Safety and Freedom.) 


And Your Petitioners ſhall ever Pray, @c. 
C 


Kent, 


Monmouth, (Cer, - Shaftsbury, \" Grey, 


Howard, 


Clare, ) Mordant, Herbert, 
Delamer, 


Huntington,( \Standford, 7þ Sadly 
Beaford, (Eſſex, )( Paget, 
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